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~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
PRIVACY NOTICE! 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
Our e-zine is NEVER sent unsolicited. If you are receiving  
Scribe & Quill, it is because you have opted to receive it in your inbox.  
 
If you no longer wish to receive Scribe & Quill, you may unsubscribe by sending a blank 
e-mail to: mailto:ScribeQuill-unsubscribe@smartgroups.com 
 
We respect the privacy of all our subscribers and we NEVER share your information with 
other companies or organizations. 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 



Dear Readers, 
 
Greetings and I hope all of you are enjoying a marvellous and productive summer of 
writing!   
 
In this issue, our horror guy Rick Chiantaretto begins his first in a series of articles 
focusing on romance writing for the romantically challenged. And speaking of horror, fans 
of this oft-maligned genre will be interested to know that a new organization for horror fans 
and creatives launched the beginning of this month. Membership is open until the 1st of 
November, and you *don’t* have to be a published author in order to join! For more 
information, visit http://www.horrorprofessionals.org  
 
In addition, it is with great sadness that we bid adieu to our romance columnist, Cynthia 
Vanrooy. She is going to be retiring from the writing life effective immediately, but has seen 
to it that we have several of her last columns to run in the ‘zine. We wish Cynthia the best in 
her future endeavors and thank her for her generous contributions to Scribe & Quill over 
the past year.  
 
Have you checked out our book gallery lately? We’ve added several new books this past 
month, including: “Wishing Makes It So” by Marilyn Meredith (horror fiction), 
“Christopher Bullfrog Catcher” by Christopher Shiveley Welch (nonfiction) and “A Very 
Special Child: An Adoption Story” by Debra Shiveley Welch (nonfiction). To visit our 
Book Gallery, go to: http://www.scribequill.com/Gallery.html. To list *your* book for 
only $5 per month (less if you list more than one title), visit 
http://scribequill.com/BookListing.html  
 
Finally, if you find Scribe & Quill to be of value in your writing life, please nominate it for 
Writer's Digest's 101 Best Newsletters for Writers. We love our readers and we hope you 
have taken a fancy to us as well in some way! To nominate Scribe & Quill, please send 
an e-mail to writersdig@fwpubs.com with subject line, "101 Best Newsletters for 
Authors" and let them know how you find our newsletter to be of value for you in your 
writing life! Our appreciation will be tenfold! 
   
Until next issue,  
 
Bev Walton~Porter, Editor/Publisher 
scribequill@adelphia.net  
http://www.bevwaltonporter.com 
 
*** 
Mindy Lawrence, Asst. Editor/Advertising Manager 
mplcreative1@aol.com 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
READER SUPPORT FOR SCRIBE & QUILL 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
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We have the BEST readers on the planet! It's because of your encouragement that we 
continue to publish our 'zine for writers. We believe in your writing goals and we are 
there to support you every step of the way. Thanks, in turn, for lending us support as 
well! 
 
Here's what readers are saying about Scribe & Quill: 
 
"Here's a news update for you for the next issue. (I loved the last one -- very good 
work!!)" 
--Kelli A. Wilkins 
 
"Thanks, as always, for the encouragement and good advice." 
--Stephanie Cage (http://www.stephaniecage.co.uk) 
 
"Thank YOU so much, Sonali! Thank you, too, to Bev and the whole staff of Scribe & 
Quill for the terrific e-zine." 
--Jenna Glatzer, Author and Editor/Publisher of Absolute Write 
(http://www.absolutewrite.com) 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
SCRIBE & QUILL -- LEFT AND RIGHT!: 
 
Have a question to pose to other writers about the technical aspects of writing? Want to 
post your latest success or sale? Need to promote a new market? This community is 
exclusively for the left-brained, linear side of Scribe & Quillers! 
Post your messages here! http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ScribeQuill/ 
 
*** 
 
Scribe & Quill also has a journaling community on Live Journal: 
http://www.livejournal.com/~scribequill Come express your innermost thoughts/feelings 
about being a writer in this community diary -- stream of consciousness and personal 
journal entries relating to the ups/downs/sideways of the writing life are welcomed! This 
community is exclusively for the right-brained, abstract side of Scribe & Quillers! 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
BE A SCRIBE & QUILL PATRON: 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
Developing and distributing a regular publication, either online or in print, requires time 
and incurs costs such as Web hosting, domain fees, program renewals and operating 
costs.  
 



We are glad to deliver S & Q to our readers at no charge, but we appreciate any 
contributions made to show support for this endeavor. Become a patron of Scribe & Quill 
and help support the continued publication of this 'zine. When you become a patron, we 
will list your name on our Web site and run a short personal profile of you in our zine as 
our thanks to you for your support.  
 
Contributions may be made in these ways:  
 
* Using the online payment service Paypal.com, 
Click on this link: 
 
https://www.paypal.com/xclick/business=editor%40scribequill.com&item 
name=SQpatron&item number=SQPatron&amount=5.00&no note=1&tax=0&currency 
code=USD 
 
go to Pay Pal directly (http://www.paypal.com) 
and send contribution to editor@scribequill.com  
 
* Using a credit card via Amazon.com: 
http://www.amazon.com/paypage/PTBVV59ORYU9J 
 
Thank you for reading our magazine, and for your continued support. 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
ADVERTISEMENT 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 

The International Order of Horror Professionals caters to creatives working in all 
disciplines related to horror, including, but not limited to: authors, writers, editors, artists, 
filmmakers, screenwriters, actors and musicians. Our site will evolve on a regular basis, 
with additions of a chat room, message boards, online workshops and a showcase gallery 
encompassing literature, artwork and film samples from our members.  
 
For more information or to apply for membership, visit: 
http://www.horrorprofessionals.org/  

~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
FEATURED ARTICLE: 

In Search of Real Gardens: A Novelist’s Onsite Research 
By Elizabeth Cunningham <http://www.passionofmarymagdalen.com> 

Author of “The Passion of Mary Magdalen: A Novel” 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**  
 
“A fairytale is an imaginary garden with real toads in it.” 

http://www.horrorprofessionals.org/
http://www.passionofmarymagdalen.com/


I don’t know the source of this quotation, but I take it as my starting point for this 
account, because the opposite definition applies to my novels about the Celtic Mary 
Magdalen. Maeve is an imaginary character, with no claim to historicity, but she lives in 
this world, and I want my depiction of it to be as vivid and accurate as possible -- a real 
garden, or brothel, temple, sacred grove, city. For each of the three novels, I have done 
onsite research, as well as extensive reading, and in every case my encounter with the 
land itself has helped to inform the story.  

For The Passion of Mary Magdalen, I made trips to Italy and to Israel. In Rome I 
wandered around the Forum, finding the places I had read about, the site of the College of 
Vestal Virgins, the corner where Maeve might have been sold as a slave, Sacra Via 
where devotees to various gods or civic causes made ritual processions. One guidebook, 
(later stolen so I can’t cite it), even told me how to find a shrine to Cloacina, the goddess 
of the sewer -- a particularly Roman deity, given their genius for plumbing. I climbed 
Palatine hill and walked down to Circus Maximus, site of all chariot races and 
gladiatorial games, for in Maeve’s time the Coliseum had yet to be built. And I walked 
along the Tiber absorbing the sight and sound of the river, visiting the place where 
Maeve’s stolen boat would be overturned.  

Rome is a modern city, and The Forum is a ruin. It was exploring Pompeii that gave me 
the strongest sense of what it might have felt like to Maeve to live in Rome. The free 
British Celts lived in small clusters of round wattle and daub huts. They had a very 
sophisticated oral tradition and system of law -- preserved and taught by druids whose 
classrooms were sacred groves. If you look at Celtic art, you will see no straight lines, 
only circles, spirals, complex knot work. Even their crops were planted in curving rows. 
They lived very much outdoors, herding (and raiding) cattle, roving in warrior bands, 
traveling in tribal groups to different festival gatherings. 

Pompeii, by contrast, is enclosed. Oddly enough, it made me think of a shopping mall. 
Inside it you could be completely oblivious of the world outside -- in Pompeii’s case the 
sea and a huge, smoking volcano that would bury the town in 79AD. I sensed that the 
Romans wanted it that way. Everything scaled down to human size, including nature, 
depicted in pastoral frescos in the houses of the wealthy. These people liked framing 
things, containing things. To someone from a land without cities, where everything is 
round, first century Roman life would have felt claustrophobic and suffocating.  

Of course I visited Pompeii’s brothel, which was so small it was hard to imagine it even 
while I was right there -- a narrow room with stone beds built into the wall. There was 
some graffiti about a whore named Succula, source for the name of one Maeve’s sister-
whores. The Vine and the Fig Tree is not as cramped, because Domitia Tertia comes 
from the aristocracy. But even the wealthy inhabited smaller spaces than we might 
imagine, and frescoes were used, I believe, to make the rooms seem larger, the way we 
might use mirrors. 

Many Romans of the senatorial class did have country estates, worked by slave labor, 
where they retreated now and then. Paulina’s estate overlooks Nemi -- a crater lake set in 



the side of a mountain. I chose the site because of the still extant remains of a temple to 
Diana, and because the sacred grove at Nemi is the setting for the legend of the Golden 
Bough as recounted by James Fraser. I became fascinated by the story of the escaped 
slave who rules as King of the Grove -- as long as he can defeat any challengers. When I 
visited Nemi the steep forbidding mountain and the dark lake took hold of my 
imagination. 

I arrived in Jerusalem during Ramadan. Muslim pilgrims from all over poured into the 
city to visit the Dome of the Rock, one of the most holy places in Islam, second only to 
the Kaaba stone in Mecca. While the festival crowds, mostly in traditional Arab dress, 
thronged the Temple Mount, armed Israeli soldiers stood guard along the walls, ready to 
react swiftly at the slightest hint of a disturbance -- just as Roman soldiers must have 
stood two thousand years ago scanning crowds of Jewish pilgrims during Passover. In 
that tense atmosphere, almost no imagination was required to time travel. The crossroads 
between east and west, Israel has always been the home of diverse peoples who 
sometimes clash violently. The modern Jews who have returned to Israel are largely 
European in background, while the Palestinians, by custom and way of life, are probably 
more similar to the ancient Jews than their modern counterparts. A tragic irony.  

I did all the things a tourist is supposed to do in Jerusalem. I viewed from above a section 
of two thousand year-old-pavement. I walked the Via Dolorosa, a tradition that dates only 
to the time of the Crusaders, and according to some Biblical scholars is not the route 
Jesus would have taken to the cross. I went inside the cavernous Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher, presided over by five (I believe) different denominations. I stood in line and 
touched the place where Jesus was supposed to have been crucified, and walked through 
his alleged tomb, or one of them anyway. The Anglicans have a rival theory about the site 
of the crucifixion and locate it outside the medieval walls of the old city. They have a 
rival tomb also, a real one that dates to the 1st century and is big enough to have housed a 
small family. Outside it is a real garden where one can imagine Jesus pruning the trees on 
Resurrection morning, waiting for Mary Magdalen to recognize him. Because it was 
outdoors and less crowded -- or maybe because of all my Anglican ancestors -- this site 
held more appeal than the traditional one. On the Mount of Olives I felt closest to the 
story. I sat among the lap-like roots of a huge olive tree so old it might have been young 
when Jesus -- and Maeve -- walked back and forth between Jerusalem and Bethany. 

On the way to Nazareth we stopped at the Roman town of Caesarea where some 
plumbing genius (in the novel Paulina’s second husband) came up with the idea of 
cleaning the sewers with the tides. The stop in Nazareth was brief, so I did not get a 
chance to walk to the cliff over which the irate villagers tried to throw Jesus, but it was 
clear that such precipitous drops abound and also clear why stoning would have been a 
popular form of execution. Though Galilee is much more lush and agricultural than the 
south, stones are never out of reach.  

We arrived at the Sea of Galilee at night and stayed in a kibbutz -- which I discovered the 
next day was only a short walk from the site of the 1st century town of Magdala. I wish I 
could have stayed for days by this inland sea, watching the changing light and weather, 



witnessing one of the storms that can spring up out of nowhere. I have had to imagine the 
lake’s different aspects, as we had only one gray day allotted to us. But I still remember 
the thrill of the boat ride we took to Capernaum and the realization of how lake travel 
made all the towns so close to each other. Peter’s hometown Capernaum and Magdala are 
only about twenty minutes apart by water. I have always thought of Mary of Bethany and 
Mary of Magdala as two distinct people, unlike many who insist on merging their 
identities. Out on the lake, gazing back at the shore of Magdala with the cliffs of Mount 
Arbel towering above over it, I felt vindicated by the geography.  

Places can call up emotions that are more than our own. In Jerusalem I remember 
wandering away from the rest of the tour and sitting down on the ground. As I looked out 
over the Kedron Valley, I picked up a handful of dirt and felt overwhelmed by the grief 
this city has known. Galilee seemed an easier place -- more water, more vegetation, the 
wideness of water and sky. After reading and re-reading the Gospels, it has often struck 
me how drastically Jesus’ mood changes in the course of the brief narratives. Galilee, 
where he often preached from a boat, is the setting for the Sermon on the Mount, his 
poetic evocations of The Kingdom of Heaven, his miraculous feasts. Later in Jerusalem, 
his own holy, pilgrimage city, Jesus is plagued by a sense of doom -- foreseeing not only 
his own death but the disasters to come, the sorrows that continue to this day. 

We returned to Jerusalem by way of the Jordan River Valley and the Dead Sea. What I 
remember most of this wild terrain, where John the Baptist preached and plunged his 
followers into the muddy water, are the stark hills, pock-marked with caves, the kind of 
caves that hid and preserved the Dead Sea Scrolls for millennia. Driving up from the 
Dead Sea (where I swam on New Year’s Day, 1999) on the Jerusalem-Jericho road, we 
passed families of Bedouins herding sheep that grazed on the few tufts of anything living. 
It was easy to imagine Jesus wandering the wilderness in an altered state, taking shelter in 
one of those caves. Easy to imagine how bandits could hide behind rock outcroppings 
and prey on travelers like the one the Good Samaritan rescued. A desert wilderness 
doesn’t change much. The starkness of the land, the sharpness of shadows, the depth of 
the sky, linger in my imagination and become part of its landscape.  

Deserts are as real as gardens. When I returned home from these pilgrimages and 
continued to write, my vision was enlivened by the deserts, pavements, gardens, and 
lakes, mountains, and brothels my Magdalen might have seen with her own eyes. 

~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 

SCRIBES OF NOTE 

~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 



At Scribe & Quill a virtual quill is our way of congratulating scribes of note who have 
made an article sale, published a book, snagged an agent/publisher or have reported to us 
a number of other notable successes in writing/publishing.  
 
Our quills are virtual because they exist only in cyberspace. We honor the recipients here 
with an old-fashioned pat on the back and publication of your news so our readers can 
celebrate with you!  
 
Have a success you'd like to trumpet to the rest of world? Send your triumph to 
mailto:scribequill@adelphia.net with VIRTUAL QUILL in the subject line.  
 
This issue's virtual quills are awarded to: 
 
Various writers who contributed to “The Complete Writer’s Journal,” a personal journal 
chock-full of writing and promotion tips that can also be used for taking notes, drawing 
sketches or jotting down this and that for inspiration (among other things!) To order, visit 
Red Engine Press (http://www.redenginepress.com).  
 
Claude Covington (claude@horrorprofessionals.org) is the Head Project Manager for a 
Horror Wikipedia being developed by the International Order of Horror Professionals 
(http://www.horrorprofessionals.org). 
 
Carolyn Howard Johnson (HoJoNews@aol.com), who spearheads production of Sharing 
with Writers (http://www.authorsden.com/visit/msgboardpost.asp?authorid=1713), the 
official newsletter of the Authors’ Coalition, an organization of writers who help writers 
(http://authorscoalitionandredenginepress.com).  
 
Michael LaRocca (larocca666@chinarice.org) edited “Vocational English Today,” a 
textbook which was published by Zhejiang University Press and which has been 
designated a key learning resource. He was also interviewed by 
http://www.howtotellagreatstory.com/byot/byot36.html . Finally, on June 26 he left 
China, after over 6 years, to try his luck in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
 
Nickolaus Pacione (http://authorsden.com/nickolausapacione) has published a 
nonfiction story on http://www.darklines.com.   
 
Robin Cohen Westmiller’s (RobinWestmiller@aol.com )book, “Blood Tastes Lousy With 
Scotch,” has been published by Star Publish (http://starpublish.com).  The book will be 
available in both paperback and e-book versions. 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
ADVERTISEMENT 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
DO YOU WRITE LIKE A LEO?  
CAN YOU PLOT LIKE A CAPRICORN? 
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YOUR SUCCESS IS WRITTEN IN THE STARS! 
 
Publisher: Writer's Digest Books  
(an imprint of F + W Publications, Inc.) 
 
Reserve your autographed and hand-numbered copy of "Sun Signs for 
Writers" 
 
The book is now available for pre-order on Amazon and Barnes & Noble as well. 
 
Description (as seen on Amazon.com): 
 
"Sun Signs for Writers" is a one-of-a-kind guide that will help you discover your unique 
writing personality by combining the insights of astrology with practical how-to writing 
instruction. By exploring the proclivities of your particular sun sign, you'll better 
understand your creative style and more effectively find your path to success. 
 
The guide includes: 
 
* Sure-fire ways to beat writer's block 
* Advice on how to deal with rejection 
* How to give critiques and understand critiques coming from other signs 
* Writing exercises tailored for your creative style 
* How to use astrological signs to build the perfect foundations for believable characters. 
 
To reserve your **HAND-NUMBERED AND AUTOGRAPHED COPY** from the 
author, visit: http://tinyurl.com/fz6yz (includes shipping) If you would like a particular 
inscription inside your book, please add that in your comments when you place the order. 
 
You may also pre-order from Amazon at this link (your copy will not be numbered or 
autographed, however): http://tinyurl.com/l2ah8 
 
Or from Barnes & Noble online at this URL: http://tinyurl.com/gp2fw 
 
Copies will be available 23 August and will ship by 30 August. 
For more information, e-mail sunsignsforwriters@adelphia.net 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
QUOTABLES 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
“The good writing of any age has always been the product of someone's neurosis, 
and we'd have a mighty dull literature if all the writers that came along were a 
bunch of happy chuckleheads.” 
--William Styron 
 



*** 
 
“Books want to be born: I never make them.  They come to me and insist on being 
written, and on being such and such.” 
--Samuel Butler 
 
*** 
 
“Better to write for yourself and have no public, than to write for the public and have no 
self.” 
--Cyril Connolly 
 
ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø 
End of Part I 
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~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
FEATURED FICTION COLUMN 
Romance Writing for the Romantically Challenged:  Support Group Part 1 
By Rick Chiantaretto <mailto:rick@facadeofshadows.com> 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
  
When I was little I used to love the Goosebumps books by R.L. Stine.  It was him that 
introduced me to horror, and I fell in love.  When I got a bit older, I made a discovery that 
was quite shocking:  R.L. Stine also wrote romance.  Since that time, I noticed that this trend 
seemed to be the norm as opposed to the exception.  Time and time again, I hear of horror 
writers getting involved in the romance genres.  I practically come across dozens of horror 
author’s websites with sections dedicated to romance.  I’ll provide not only R.L Stine, but 
Anne Rice and Nancy Kilpatrick, as examples of this phenomenon.  So, I decided to embark 
on a journey to discover what this romance trend is all about. 
 
I started by picking up Jane Eyre at my local library at the suggestion of my romance loving 
friends, who told me about the “ghost” that “haunted” Jane throughout the book.   I 
discovered a story of two plain people, living unique lives, trying to find love.  I’ll admit, I’ve 
gotten to the part where Jane leaves Thornfield, and have yet to finish it.  For those of you 
who have read it, you’ll understand this:  my lack of interest is probably because I no longer 
have the promise of a haunting.  Although romance may not be my cup of tea, I have started 
to understand what makes romance so appealing.  As such, with my apologies to Ms. 
VanRooy (Scribe & Quill’s resident romance authority) for no doubt not doing this genre 

mailto:rick@facadeofshadows.com


justice (you can correct all my mistakes in a follow-up article), I would like to comment on 
writing romance fiction, for all of those non-romance types who’d still like to try their luck. 
 
Now that I had a familiarity for the romance genre (I count reading one book as familiar 
enough for me), I decided to seek out a professional and friend, Sara Fitzgerald, who has 
recently had multiple romance novels accepted for publication.  With all of her recent 
success, I figured she must know something about what romance readers want today.  
Strangely enough, she is working on a vampire novel in addition to her romance novels 
(another romance\horror crossover example).  This sparked some questions, and the 
following is an excerpt of an interview that I conducted with her: 
 
Rick:  Sara, why do you think romance is so popular today? 
 
Sara: I think romance continues to be so popular today because romance changes with time.  
Romance novels (at least most) no longer talk about the sulking, rich, all powerful thirty-six 
year-old man who meets the eighteen-year-old virgin.  Nowadays romance novels are filled 
with larger than life women with exciting careers and passions.  These women are real too - 
they could be your best friend or sister.  And romance novels now deal with real issues - like 
divorce, death, blended families, etc. 
 
Rick: How do you explain the increase in authors that write both horror and romance? 
 
Sara: It seems like many horror writers also write romance, how do I explain that? Simple. 
Romance sells.  If a writer wants to make a lot of money - he’ll or she’ll write romances.  
50% of the book market is romance.  Plus, writers like to write different things now and 
again.  I know I do. 
 
Rick:  I have recently written an article defining five types of horror.  What are the different 
types of romance? 
 
Sara: There are as many different types of romance novels.  You have romantic suspense, 
inspirational, erotica, sweet, mainstream, paranormal, historical, etc.  The fastest growing two 
are inspirational and erotica. 
 
Rick: Do you recommend using romance elements in every genre?  Why? 
 
Sara: I think romance elements should be used, even cross-genre, because almost everyone 
has fallen in love at one time in their life and can relate to that roller coaster ride.  Romance 
will draw your readers in and help them to relate to your characters. 
 
Rick: What is the main difference between romance and the other genres?  What sets 
romance apart? 
 
Sara:  The number one difference with writing romance is that there is a certain formula to 
writing romance; in fact, so much so that there are contests for romance writers that focus 
on specific character developments, such as the first time they meet, their first kiss, the first 



time they make love, etc.  The novel’s main focus is on the relationship between the couple - 
everything else comes in second.  And of course there has to be a happy ever after. 
 
Rick:  That’s much different than in horror.  How do you create conflict in romance?  
Obviously killing off one of the two main characters isn’t a good idea. 
 
Sara:  The conflict is about the relationship between the couple - the WHY they can’t be 
together.  Of course you will have plot conflicts too, but the main conflict is why these two 
beautiful people can’t possibly be together. 
 
A good way to create conflict in a romance is sexual tension.  That in itself is a whole 
another interview - *smile*. 
 
Rick:  And the question to end all interviews:  What advice would you give to the aspiring 
romance author? 
 
Sara: The advice I would give other writers who want to write romance novels is to first and 
most importantly write them because you love a good romance - not to make money.  I 
always believe that writers should follow their heart.   Second write the kind that you enjoy 
reading - paranormal if that is what you like (like in your case).  Third - read as much as you 
can - see how other writers write.  And never give up!!!   If you believe in yourself, your 
voice will find a home and readers will be happy it did. 
 
 
So armed with new information and a few new tools, I set off to learn how to write 
romance.  Granted, I’m going to have to refrain from blowing up people at the end of my 
story, but I think I can handle that. 
 
Special thanks to Sara Fitzgerald, who lives in the Rockies with her husband Russ, her two 
dogs Blizzard and Storm, and Jesse the cat. With poetry published in The Voices of Utah, 
Sara is actively involved in the League of Utah Writers and the Utah Romance Writer's 
Association and has had several books, short stories, and articles published. When she is not 
writing, Sara is working towards a master's degree in social work at the University of Utah. 
More information about her books can be found on sarafitzgerald.com, but I’m warning you 
now, her website is really really pink. 
 
Next time: romantic elements, and how to write a good romance… from the amateur 
perspective, of course. 
 
==== 
BIO: 
==== 
Rick Chiantaretto is a student at Weber State University where he is studying computer 
science and English. His first book, "Facade of Shadows," is due out early 2006; more 
information can be found at http://www.facadeofshadows.com.  Rick is a regular 
volunteer at the Utah Humanities Council where his favorite work is helping with the 
Great Salt Lake Book Festival.  He is a writer of horror and dark fantasy, with a flair for 

http://www.facadeofshadows.com/


satire. Rick is also a member of the League of Utah Writers. A native of West Valley 
City, Utah, Rick stays busy with his own technology company, Sentinel Technology, and 
hopes for a career in computer security. That is, if he doesn't become a best-selling author 
first.   
 
You may contact him at horrorguy@scribquill.com 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
FEATURED COLUMN: 
The R’s of Writing 
By Pamela S. Thibodeaux <mailto:pthib-7@centurytel.net> 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
In a recent conversation amongst ACRW members, the topic of selling reprint rights was 
discussed at length. Though everyone agreed that it may be difficult to earn a living this 
way, it was unanimous that there is value in doing so. For me, the results of that 
discussion became the R’s of writing. 
 
(W)rite the best piece you can! There are hundreds possibly thousands of markets out 
there. It goes without saying that writing your best is important whether it’s an article, 
essay or novel.  
 
Research. Once you sell your piece and the limits of your contract have expired, start 
looking for similar markets to submit to, including those outside the United States. Say 
you’ve written an essay for Working Mother, try iparenting.com, a Canadian market that 
has several publications on the subject. If you’ve published in print, try online markets 
and vise-versa. 
 
Rework. Can you add or take away from your original piece and sell it to another 
publication? Perhaps you’ve written an essay for a secular magazine, can you add the 
faith factor and sell it to a Christian market or vice-versa? 
 
Revise. Can you revise your article or essay to fit a whole new market altogether?   
My essay Perfect Love was initially published in the Feb. 2001 issue of The Romantic 
Bower Ezine. One year later, a call for submissions came for a compilation called Crumbs 
in the Keyboard; Stories From Courageous Women who Juggle Life & Writing.  By 
simply adding a commentary to the article that acclimated it to fit the purpose of the 
Crumbs project, the story was published in this anthology.  I have since included Perfect 
Love in other essays and am currently submitting it to places like Guidepost and Chicken 
Soup.  I’ve also expounded on the essay by adding elements such as character, time and 
place and turned it into a short story which I’m also submitting! 
 
Rewrite. Can you rewrite your piece with a different POV so that it’ll work elsewhere? I 
did. My short story Angel of the Day was published in Nov. 2000 issue of The Romantic 
Bower Ezine. I revised the entire story from the hero’s POV, changed the title, added a 
hint of sizzle and a splash of sensuality and created a whole new story. The new version, 
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Cathy’s Angel was published in the May 15, 2004 issue of Once Upon A Time Online. 
This one idea netted me a total of $165.00 and only took about an hour to do! 
 
Revamp. Can you cut out the tips and advice of a long piece and submit those 
elsewhere?  I have. My essay Beware & Be Smart was submitted for Firstwriter.com’s 
free newsletter. Since there were some points in it that I felt uncomfortable deleting 
entirely, it was rejected. Afterward, I took just the viable “Be” points, added a quick 
introduction and it is now listed in the Writing Tips section of Firstwriters website! 
(http://www.firstwriters.com). The same has been done with several of my other articles. 
 
Record-keeping. If you have more than one article, short story or essay that you’re 
trying to market, it is imperative that you keep records of your submissions so that you 
don’t duplicate them. It looks unprofessional of you to send the same piece to the same 
place once it’s been rejected. Now, if you’ve implemented one or more of the above steps 
to better fit a particular publication, then by all means query. A simple paper, notebook or 
document listing the submissions and indicating what’s been accepted where, works well. 
Also, keep accurate records of your income and expenses for tax purposes. 
 
Renegotiate. Most newsletters and websites have a reprint rate so it’s unprofessional and 
unnecessary to argue the point. For those that don’t list a reprint rate, offer to take less 
than their normal payment since it is a reprint or perhaps trade articles for advertising. 
 
Remember, in this business money isn’t everything. Marketability is. Publishers want to 
know how marketable you are therefore, clips mean experience, experience means 
exposure and exposure means one step closer to publication!  
 
So learn the R’s of writing. Added together they equal Revenue. 
 
This article has previously appeared in various e/print publications. 
 
==== 
BIO: 
==== 
Pamela S. Thibodeaux is a member of the Bayou Writers Group and ACRW. Multi-
published in fiction and creative non-fiction, her writing has been tagged as "Inspirational 
with an Edge!" 
Author's Web site: http://www.pamelathibodeaux.com  
E-mail: pthib-7@centurytel.net 
 
**Please Note** This article is available for reprint as long as the Byline & Bio stay 
intact. If you pay for reprints, please send check or money order to me @: P.O. Box 324, 
Iowa, LA 70647-0324 or via PayPal. My PayPal ID is: pthib-7@centurytel.net.  Thank 
You! 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
ADVERTISEMENT 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
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Are you IN yet? 
  
Inkwell Newswatch (IN), a no charge literary e-zine and writers' resource publication. IN 
provides 'how-to' on writing fiction, non-fiction, journalism, screenplays, stage plays, 
comedy, internet, TV, radio, poetry and more. All forms of writing information available, 
plus profiles, interviews, features and professional resources for editors, journalists and 
writers. Published by the Freelance Writing Organization - Int'l. 
  
If you're serious about writing, you have to get IN: 
http://fwointl.com/LMPmail/link.php?id=3c24af1sandq_IN 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
FEATURED ARTICLE: 
Talking that Phone Talk 
By Randi Mrvos mailto:james.mrvos@insightbb.com
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
     I rarely speak to editors on the phone.  I obey the writer’s law: “Never Call an 
Editor”.  But, I’ve been contacted  
by phone by two major magazine editors. 

     My husband took the first call.  I was at the swimming pool with my young daughter.  

Later that afternoon he  

joined us.         

     “You’ll never guess who called for you,” he said, beaming at me.   

“The President.” 

“Better,” he said. 

“Tell me!” 

He said an editor from the Christian Science Monitor had called.  She wanted to 

publish my poem and left her number so that I could return her call.  I could hardly 

believe it.   

When I got home, I gave her a call.  It was true; she wanted to publish my poem--- in 

the next edition!  Never in my life had I been more thrilled.  Knowing my poem was 

published in a world-famous newspaper still blows my mind. 
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     I received the second call from an editor a year later.  At first I thought she was a 

phone solicitor and almost hung up on her.  She quickly identified herself as an editor 

from a major woman’s magazine.  While I listened to her explain why she had called, my 

four-year old decided it would be a great time to use my bed as a trampoline!  Abby paid 

little attention to me as I waved for her to stop.  I realized it was better to let Abby amuse 

herself while I handled the important call.  

     “I have been trying to get in contact with you,” the editor said.    

     As she spoke I remembered that I had submitted an article to her--- four years ago!  

And it had been accepted.  But I never heard from her again.  I thought she had changed 

her mind.  In the meantime, my e-mail address changed, as well as Kentucky’s area code.        

     Despite all that, she persisted in locating me.  I had never heard of an editor who 

would go to that kind of trouble.  I was extremely flattered.  Three months later she 

published my piece, adding beautiful illustrations and photographs for a finishing touch.   

     These two phone calls haven’t made me an expert on speaking to editors, but I have 

learned several important things.   

• I use the phone in the study by the computer, so I can locate a Word file quickly if 

an editor has a question.     

• I keep a pen and paper handy.   

• I listen intently and try to be professional.   

• I politely ask if I may call her if needed.   

     Oh, and one last thing.  I keep a trampoline-jumping bed handy.  I never know when 

my daughter might like to jump the minute an editor gives me a call.   

~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
ADVERTISEMENT 



 
“A Very Special Child” explains what it means to be adopted in a loving, spiritual way.  
Various essays and poems accompany this work written by an adoptive mother for her 
child. 

Written by 13 year-old Christopher Shiveley Welch, “Christopher Bullfrog Catcher” is a 
fun way to teach your child how to write.  Add to that a guide on how to catch bull frogs 
and a message regarding the care and respect of these fascinating creatures and you have 
a book that your child will want to pass on to their own children. 

Come see these works and more at www.WhoDaThunk.org

~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
FEATURED WRITER'S ALMANAC: 
Heads Up! 
The Writer's Astrological Almanac 
July 2006 
By Kathy Watts <mailto:direwolf@stratlabs.com> 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
Welcome to the heart of summer.  July 1 is a Saturday, with the Moon  
in Virgo.  If you have less than a perfect mindset for detail,  
remember it's the weekend, and that the Moon is also in opposition to  
Uranus.  It may be a more appropriate day (or night) to socialize or  
indulge in movies or music. 
 
Tuesday July 4, Mercury grinds to a halt in the first degree of Leo  
and turns retrograde.  Use the next few days to work on the big,  
flamboyant, entertaining ideas and projects.  The Moon in Scorpio  
will prevent you from getting too near the edge.  Rewrite that book  
now! 
 
Wednesday July 5, Mars opposes Neptune and the Moon conjuncts  
Jupiter.  Don't worry what others think; you're perfectly able to  
scrutinize your own flashes of inspiration.  The next day is Thursday  
(Jupiter's day) July 6 and Jupiter will finally go stationary direct.  
The rule is, the slower a planet moves, the more powerful it is.  
Jupiter will appear stationary in the sky for the next couple of  
weeks.  Whatever lessons or discoveries you've made since March, now  
is the time to apply them on a big scale before Jupiter moves on. 
 
Monday (the Moon's day) July 10 is the full moon in Capricorn.  The  
Moon is as out of bounds as it can get.  This means exaggerated lunar  
influences.  Plus, today Mercury retrogrades back into Cancer (the  
Moon's home sign).  This is a lot of Moon to work with.  Be  
compassionate, aware of others, and not overly sensitive.  Heads up.  

http://www.whodathunk.org/
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Tomorrow is another day. 
 
Wednesday July 12 the Moon is in Aquarius.  If you're still in tune  
with the masses, with women, with all things lunar, you can find  
social expression today. 
 
Friday (Venus's day) July 14 is the day of the year when Venus is in  
opposition to Pluto.  Let all that lunar energy from earlier in the  
week to guide you in finding a gentle way to communicate your most  
profound aesthetic concerns.  Venus will be in Gemini for just a few  
more days, so speak out now for the feminine, the pleasant, and the  
beautiful. 
 
 
Tuesday July 18 the Moon is in Taurus when the Sun conjuncts Mercury.  
With the Sun and Moon in fixed signs, Mercury might feel overwhelmed.  
Let the Moon's pleasure in the beautiful soften any disagreeable  
demands of the day.  The Moon moves fast but the next day Wednesday  
July 19 the Moon will still be in Taurus.  Enjoy the leisurely pace  
of Taurus and a retrograde Mercury.  It is also the day when Venus  
enters the shy, domestic sign of Cancer.  Be gracious and do not be  
rushed. 
 
Saturday July 22, the whole feel of the month changes as the Sun  
enters Leo and Mars vacates Leo for Virgo.  The Moon will be in  
Cancer.  With the Sun and Moon both in their home signs, it's Mars's  
turn to feel overwhelmed, but a toned-down Mars can be a good thing.  
Mars is not especially comfortable in Virgo for starters, but with  
Mercury retrograde, there can be an abundance of low-key energy for  
the details of the mundane.  It may be the weekend, but still, not a  
bad time to sweep a lot of little things off your plate. 
 
Monday morning July 24 the Moon will conjunct Mercury in Cancer.  
That evening is the new moon in Leo.  Any emotionally clouded  
thinking will dissipate but don't let it be replaced by haughty  
expectations.  Wednesday July 26 the Moon will still be in Leo.  This  
gives you almost three days of the Moon in the royal fixed sign of  
fire.  Be sure of yourself and your work, and let it shine. 
 
Friday July 28 Mercury goes stationary direct.  The Moon is in Virgo.  
If you haven't finished rewriting that book, work fast. 
 
The month ends quietly on a Monday, with the Moon in agreeable Libra.  
Perhaps you can start the week with a visit to someone cheerful and  
supportive. 
 



July started with a emotional and powerful grand trine in water, the  
Sun in Cancer, Jupiter in Scorpio, and Uranus in Pisces.  By the end  
of July, the Sun has moved on but Venus has been swapped into the  
grand trine, making the upcoming month just as emotionally charged.  
The difference in the Sun and Venus may make August less loud, more  
gentle, but heads up.  High emotions are high emotions.  With Cancer,  
emotions run deep. 
 
July also started with a Mars-Neptune opposition.  It's a magical  
combination and the opposition at times may feel like the magician  
can't make up his mind.  Don't let such confusion disturb you.  By  
the end of the month, Mars will be replaced by Saturn.  Saturn does  
not exactly call Neptune a liar, but the possibility and suspicion is  
always there. 
 
The lasting aspect is the Jupiter-Saturn square.  Before the outer  
planets were discovered, it was on the shoulders of Jupiter and  
Saturn to reveal and explain the workings of nations, of leaders,  
history, even civilization.  The times of Jupiter-Saturn aspects are  
always important.  This Jupiter-Saturn square dance persists until  
the end of the year, but the back and forth struggles and conflicts  
of the outside world do not have to bring your writing to a halt.  If  
anything, Jupiter in Scorpio can keep you serious and focussed, while  
Saturn in Leo can keep you productive and grant you a more  
authoritative voice.  As for the outside world, isn't it all research  
in one form or another? 
 
The summer is always magic.  Choose your tricks with care and perform  
exquisitely.  Leo is the sign of passion, and without passion, where  
is art?  Be sharp and attentive, entertaining and pleased to be  
entertained.  The Sun invites us to enjoy every day.  Slap on that  
SPF 15, reach for the iced tea, and smile.  Heads up. 
 
direwolf@stratlabs.com 
=== 
BIO: 
=== 
 
Kathy Watts is a lifelong stargazer, long-time astrologer and member of the San 
Francisco Astrology Society (where she's done presentations). Besides astrology columns 
and solar/lunar return reports, Kathy writes short novels, mostly young adult novels and 
ghost stories.  Currently, her young adult novel, "Cemetery Boy," is in her agent's capable 
hands and making the rounds. Books on tap are "Heart of the Redwoods" (a YA with 
trees, plus Bigfoot) and "City of Falcons" (stories of the pre-Dynastic kings of Egypt). 
Online, her short fiction has been on http://www.muse-apprentice-guild.com and 
Astropoetica.com (http://www.Astropoetica.com) has archived one of her poems. Also a 
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serious fiber artist, Kathy has a spinning wheel and is not afraid to use it. E-mail her 
anytime. 
  
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
ADVERTISEMENT 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
UTNE Magazine - A different read on life! 
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=UTR&cds_page_id=8825
&cds_response_key=ZK2040118 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
BOOK REVIEWS 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
RATING LEGEND: 
 
**** Quills = Excellent 
*** Quills = Good 
** Quills = Fair 
* Quills = Poor  
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
"No Tears for the Dead Man" 
Author: Carol Papenhausen 
Reviewer: Rita Porter (beepmybeep2@mchsi.com) 
Publisher: Write Words, Inc. www.ebooksonthe.net (Cambridge, MD) 
Format: Adult, Fiction/Mystery/Suspense, PDF, 308 Pages, 2005, $5.50 
ISBN: 1594311935 
Rating: * * * Quills 
Wynn begins to wonder what happened over the last two years to his nice quiet life in St. 
Clair, Ws. To him it appears to have disappeared all together, first the incident with his 
sister, and now, having given a ride to a near stranger who happened through his 
bookstore. Dorrie introduces Wynn to her brother, Donnie, who suffers from Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorder, just moments before finding Donnie’s dead body. Once again 
Wynn finds himself knee deep in a mystery. The police, wonder how it is Wynn is yet 
once again in the middle of one of their investigations.  
  
Wynn decides he is the only one who really cares what happened to poor Donnie, not 
even his family showed very much concern. Upon that discovery, Wynn starts to 
investigate using all the information he gains from Dorrie, and his sister, Suzanne, not to 
mention the police investigator. He runs into an old rival, who in turn comes after Wynn 
and Dorrie. The race for their life begins.  
  

https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=UTR&cds_page_id=8825&cds_response_key=ZK2040118
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Drawing on a previous book, Wynn may seem like a nosey body, always involving 
himself in others business, when its simple circumstances placing him there, strong 
sensibilities, a sense of responsibility to his community, and a willingness to help his 
neighbors. The very strength of this character shines through inside the pages of No Tears 
for the Dead Man.  
  
Dorrie on the other hand, shows signs of being full of confusion, her character moving 
from being the adult she is down to the mentality of a youth, backing up the history of 
family mental disorders. With slight proof of it surfacing when one reads about the 
parents.  
  
As Carol Papenhausen draws her readers deeper into continuation mystery of who-done-
it, giving the reader many options for the killer turns it into a fast paced read. Even 
though this is a second book, it still creates a stand-alone mystery.  Papenhausen has 
given her readers a believable suspense novel, with the heartfelt sorrow of loss to the 
family, and how cold that emotion can look to outsiders.  
  
************ 
 
”Tales from the Treasure Trove Volume 1” 
Authors: Jewels of the Quill                
Reviewer: Rita Porter (beepmybeep2@mchsi.com) 
Publisher: Whiskey Creek Press http://www.whiskeycreekpress.com (Wyoming) 
Format: Adult, Paperback/Electronic, 350 pages, 2005, $14.95 paperback; $5.99 
electronic 
ISBN:  1593743734 (electronic); 1593743726 (trade paperback) 
Rating * * * Quills 
www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/asin/1593743726/scriquilezine 
 
This volume of the Treasure Trove is filled with touching stories, starting off with Jaded, 
a love burned waitress, Hannah who became stuck in a small town where everyone 
knows everyone’s business. Hannah soon finds out that not only are the people nosey, but 
the ghost who resides in her rented room, has a story to tell. With only Jake aware of the 
actual facts Hannah finds herself in close quarters with him.  
  
Following close on the heels of this comes Claire with the Sex and the Man in the Moon. 
On her way out to the cabin, on the outs with her family, to celebrate Christmas alone. 
Claire finds a man laying on the side of the road in blizzard conditions. Rescuing him 
from a certain death, taking him with her to the cabin. News report comes on delivering 
bad news, not just about the weather, robbery and murder having happened to the 
neighbors.  
  
Somewhere down the line comes in Diamond, in Diamond Magee. Diamond returns to 
her home town after being a widow for a few years, deciding it might be time to get back 
into the swing of living, meets up with a stubborn man who’s been hurt and taken to the 
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cleaners by his ex. Given the chance to make Mel’s Christmas store make money during 
the summer months, Diamond turns Mel’s world upside down.  
  
Each of the stories within the Treasure Trove hold their own, adding mystery, spice, and 
a depth to the romantic worlds within this volume. With a full range of styles, dipped 
deep into their specialties, giving special touches to each genre. Allowing the reader to 
follow a nice flow from one story to the next, without the major leaps and bounds in the 
tales, they all work well together.  
  
Character strength such as Elena, in the Amethyst Angel, shows a professional strength 
and caring not widely seen through the heroines in contemporary romance books now 
without the snobby overtones.  In Emerald, the main character for who the story was 
named for, knows what she wants and goes after it no holds barred, suffering what is 
often known male chauvinistic attitudes. Most stories within the Trove all have very 
strong leading ladies. The counter point characters, such as the one in The Ruby Kiss 
may seem somewhat not up to the match at first, its often the quiet ones who have a 
tendency to surprise us.  
  
Each of the ladies who are known as the Jewels, have given their audience a very nice 
evenly spread of romance, covering different genre of romantic tales, sure to entice any 
number of readers.  
  
********* 
 
"The Bear, The Rose, The Swan"  
Author: Juliana Texley 
Reviewer: Rita Porter (beepmybeep2@mchsi.com) 
Publisher: Saga Books (http://www.sagabooks.net) 
Format: Adult,  Paperback, 221 pages, June 2005, $16.95  
ISBN: 1894936396 
Rating: * * * Quills 
www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/asin/1894936396/scriquilezine
 
The Ojibwa tribe the First People that settled along the stretch of marshland, Swan Creek, 
just across from the Canadian border. A peaceful group of people longing to live in 
harmony, learning to live with the encroaching French and English. Francois 
Eshtonoquot Makoons, the wonder lust written deep in his heart, heads out to help lead 
soldiers and see the world. Returning home Makoons finding things changed, with more 
change fast. His father charged for a crime he didn’t commit, brought along the biggest 
change in Makoons life.  
  
Being able to speak several languages, Makoons acts as the Chief of the Ojibwa, thinking 
to give them some leverage. The government officials often confusing Makoons for his 
father, claiming it is his mark upon the treaties, insist he and his people comply with 
them. Slowly their lands start dwindling, until finally they are forced to accept a treaty to 
remove them to Kansas. Once the Ojibwa reached the reserve, they find there is no 
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allotment, no tools, and no arrangements were further made for them. Only their 
preservation of who they are and what they can accomplish as a community lends them 
the strength to move forward.  
  
Makoons fighting to gain what was promised begins to write letters to the government 
hoping to resolve the issues. Not one to give up, until the last hope is taken away 
Makoons writes letters to Washington on regular basis, citing all the wrongs and things 
that were not supplied to his people.  
  
In keeping as close to the historical facts, Juliana Texley has written the life and times of 
the Ojibwa people, following the foot steps of one, and how the times altered his life and 
those of his people. Following a leader’s life path, Makoons character takes us down a 
sad long trail. With the inter mix of other’s such as Steven Rose’s part in the land sale 
and removal of the band of Ojibwa, lends creditability to the treatment these people 
received.  
  
Back in a time when honor was given in ones word, times appeared much simpler if you 
were either French or English. Punishment harsher for those caught breaking the law, or 
Indians who failed to go to the reservations set aside for them by the land hungry 
government. This tale could be about any of the Native American Indians and the 
treatment the government gave to them. The Bear The Rose The Swan is a very 
accounting of one tribe, their hardships, and their beliefs. Its an in depth view into one 
man’s life, Francois Eshtonoquot Makoons.  
  
It is well written, very descriptive of the emotions, sometimes overtly so. It is based on 
fact, following deep research and the actual diary of Steven Rose, Texley has supplied 
her audience a very close accounting to the move of Ojibwa from their marshlands to the 
Kansas Plains. For those readers who enjoy fact-based stories, this one should meet most 
of those requirements. 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
ADVERTISEMENT 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
Looking for Inspirational writing that's "...steamier and grittier" than the typical Christian 
novel without decreasing the message? How about stories that are "never dogmatic or 
insular," but offer faith rather than religion? If so, check out books by award-winning 
author Pamela S. Thibodeaux!  
 
Multi-published in fiction and creative non-fiction, Ms. Thibodeaux's writing has been 
tagged as "Inspirational with an Edge!" and reviewed as having "the most realistic 
characters to date in a Christian novel" (review by Jill Nicholson; The Romance Journal; 
2001) 
 
Available now thru ComStar Media, Amazon.com and coming soon to your local 
bookstore: "Tempered Hearts & Tempered Dreams" by Pamela S Thibodeaux. 
  



~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
Have you hosted your own writing event? Have you been to a writing event that you felt 
was successful? 
 
The Dabbling Mum in interested in "Host Your Own Event: (Specific Event)" articles. 
We pay $20 to $40 for original article. Keep articles between 500 and 1500 words or 
specified length for current topics being accepted.  
We want articles from writers who've hosted their own events as a way to generate extra 
income; unique articles geared towards hosting events that help writers sell both their 
services and their books. We'd like to keep formats similar to these articles: 
http://thedabblingmum.com/writing/hostevent/index.htm 
 
We're interested in the following author events:  
 
Mom’s day out,  
Dad’s night out,  
spiritual spa,  
novel inspiration,  
book signing tours,  
kick off events for book signings,  
using book clubs to promote your books,  
elementary school author talks,  
non-traditional critique workshops (one day workshops where anyone can come to get an 
honest critique on their work),  
etc.  
 
Visit our writer’s guidelines for submission method and publishing specifics. 
http://thedabblingmum.com/writersguidelines.htm 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
FEATURED CONTESTS 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
www.BoomerWomenSpeak.com, the number one site on all search engines for "baby 
boomer women" is looking for your favorite summer memory from the 60s or 70s. Take 
us back. We want to reminisce. Submissions should be made to 
Georgia@BoomerWomenSpeak.com no later than August 1, 2006. The winning author 
will receive three books, a Friends Heal Friends t-shirt, a $25.00 gift certificate to Barnes 
and Noble, and inclusion in the Our Voices section at this link, 
http://www.boomerwomenspeak.com/stories.htm. 
The books are:  
"Baby Boomer's Almanac," by Tim Brolus 
"Writing Home," by Cindy LaFerle 
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"For My Next Act," by Karen Baar 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
FEATURED CONFERENCES 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
Watermark Writers’ Conference 
September 29, 30 and October 1, 2006 at beautiful Alderbrook Resort. 
See www.watermarkwriters.com  
The faculty is composed of some of the foremost authorities in the literary business: 
 
Robert Fulghum, Best Selling Author and Speaker 
John Nance, Best Selling Author and Television Commentator 
Gordon Kirkland, Award Winning Columnist and Author 
John Riddle, Freelance Writer, Author 
Lauri Lindop, Author, Instructor and Speaker  
Nancy Warren, Best Selling Author 
Nancy Sands, New York Literary Agent and Author 
Jan Kardys, 20 Year Publishing Executive from New York 
Nancy Steinbeck, Author, Speaker, Movie Developer 
David Kohner Zuckerman, Hollywood Screenwriter and Film Developer 
Greg Greenway, Singer, Songwriter, Poet 
Ilya Kaminsky, Award winning Poet 
Susan Rich, Award Winning Poet 
Rachel Rose, Award Winning Poet 
 
Watermark will  sponsor a Young Writers’ Program. 40 middle and high school 
students will spend three days with Brad Kirkland learning and honing their writing 
skills at Alderbrook Resort.  
 
A Humor Writing Contest will be judged by Gordon Kirkland. Prizes will be awarded. 
Details at  www.watermarkwriters.com
 
Faculty Critiques are available. Details at  www.watermarkwriters.com  
 
Join us for the events:  
  
Friday Keynote by Robert Fulghum, followed by a reception where you will meet with 
and talk to our faculty and the authors.  
 
Saturday workshops which feature essential information from some of the most 
knowledgeable people in the literary business. In addition, meals are provided by 
Alderbrook’s chefs. Later, enjoy an evening of live music, comedy and time to mingle 
with the authors. Workshop descriptions are available on our web site: 
www.watermarkwriters.com
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Saturday Poet’s Workshops. Some of today’s most prominent poets will share their 
insights and knowledge in multiple workshops.  
 
Sunday  workshops with Robert Fulghum and John Nance 
 
All of this will take place at the Northwest’s premier destination: Alderbrook Resort. 
www.alderbrookresort.com    The faculty, the setting, and the food are all unsurpassed.    
 
Rooms are available for those who want the full weekend experience of Watermark 
Writers’ Conference.  
 
Please send all inquiries to: info@watermarkwriters.com  or reply to this message. 
 
Reservations, contest entries and manuscripts for critique should be mailed to:  
Watermark Writers’ Conference 
P O Box 925 
Vaughn, WA 98394 
 
Please see our website for workshops, costs and contest rules. 
www.watermarkwriters.com
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
LIVE TO WRITE. WRITE TO SELL. 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
Beginning or intermediate writer? Scribe & Quill offers courses by PUBLISHED 
PROFESSIONALS that are affordable, fun, motivational and focused on results -- we 
deliver that and more! 
 
Sign up for affordable writing workshops taught by *published* professionals who work 
in the writing/publishing field. All of our facilitators are multi-published and offer one-
on-one interaction with students. 
 
Course sessions are perpetual, so you may sign up and begin your course at your own 
convenience! 
 
Currently we offer personal instruction in these areas: 
 
-- Tapping the Muse Within 
-- Editing Essentials  
-- How-to Articles 
-- Nonfiction Book Proposals  
-- Nonfiction for Children  
-- Professional Freelance Writing  
-- Marketing/PR for Writers 
-- Query Magic  
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-- Writing for Regional Markets  
 
For more information on how our courses work or to enroll, 
visit our courses page located at: http://www.scribequill.com/Courses.html 
   
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
BOOK OFFERINGS FOR THE READER IN YOU! 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
Looking for a great book to read?  
Visit Scribe & Quill's Online Book Gallery 
 
Featured listings include: 
 
* “Wishing Makes It So” by Marilyn Meredith (horror fiction) 
 
* “Christopher Bullfrog Catcher” by Christopher Shiveley Welch (nonfiction) 
 
*  “A Very Special Child: An Adoption Story” by Debra Shiveley Welch (nonfiction) 
 
* "Privileged Witness," "Silent Witness" and "Hostile Witness" by Rebecca Forster 
(fiction) 
 
* "Death Comes Too Soon" by Patricia Harrington (fiction) 
 
* "The Old Man's Trousers" by John Haines (fiction) 
 
* "Finding New Goddesses" by Barbara Ardinger (nonfiction) 
 
* "In the Shadow of Suribachi" by Joyce Faulkner (fiction) 
 
* "Glimpses 2" by Martha Jette (nonfiction) 
(More than 90 strange, but true paranormal tales from around the world!) 
 
* "Coquina Key" by Micah O'Brien (fiction) 
  
* "Alien to Existence" by Jonathan Ark (fiction) 
 
* "First Saturday" by Rosemary O'Brien (fiction) 
 
* "Going Solo: How to Survive and Thrive as a Freelance Writer" 
by Bobbi Linkemer (nonfiction) 
 
* "Night Crimes" by Judith Colombo (fiction) 
 
To view all the offerings in our gallery, please visit: 

http://www.scribequill.com/Courses.html


http://www.scribequill.com/Gallery.html  
 
Promote your book in our Book Gallery. Single book listings only $5 per month; only $8 
per month to list two titles:  
http://www.scribequill.com/BookListing.html 
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
THE LAST WORD -- 
RECOMMENDED LINKS FOR WRITERS: 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
21st Century Publishing Update http://www.julieduffy.com  
Absolute Write http://www.absolutewrite.com 
The Academy of American Poets http://www.poets.org  
The Authors Guild, Inc. http://www.authorsguild.org 
BookWire http://www.bookwire.com 
Cata-Romance http://www.cataromance.com 
The Burry Man Writers Center http://www.burryman.com  
Charlotte Dillon's Resources for Romance Writers http://www.charlottedillon.com 
Done Deal http://www.scriptsales.com 
Erotica Readers & Writers Association http://www.erotica-readers.com  
Fanfiction.net http://www.fanfiction.net  
Fiction Addiction http://www.fictionaddiction.net  
Fiction Factor http://www.fictionfactor.com  
Fictionette http://www.fictionette.com  
Food Writing, http://www.food-writing.com  
FundsforWriters http://www.fundsforwriters.com  
Gila Queen, http://free-path.org/gilaqueen/com  
HollyLisle.com http://www.hollylisle.com  
Hollywoodlitsales http://www.hollywoodlitsales.com  
Internet-Resources.com http://www.internet-resources.com/writers  
Journalism Jobs http://www.journalismjobs.com  
JournalistExpress http://www.journalistexpress.com  
MediaBistro http://www.mediabistro.com  
Mike's Writing Workshop http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mikeswritingworkshop/ 
National Writer's Union http://www.nwu.org  
New York City Writers http://groups.yahoo.com/group/newyorkcitywriters/ 
OrganizedWriter.com, http://www.organizedwriter  
Poetic Voices http://www.poeticvoices.com  
Preditors & Editors http://www.anotherealm.com/prededitors  
PublishersLunch http://www.publisherslunch.com  
Ralan's SpecFic & Humor Webstravaganza http://www.ralan.com  
Romance Central http://www.romance-central.com  
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America http://www.sfwa.org  
The Scriptorium http://www.thescriptorium.net  
Sell Writing Online, http://www.sellwritingonline.com  
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SF Romance, http://www.sfronline.com  
Small Publishers Association of North America http://www.spannet.org  
Society of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators http://www.scbwi.org  
SpecFicMe Market Newsletter, http://www.specficworld.com/sfme.html  
Spicy Green Iguana http://www.spicygreeniguana.com  
Spirit-Led Writer http://www.spiritledwriter.com  
Sun Oasis Jobs http://www.sunoasis.com  
U.S. Copyright Office http://www.loc.gov/copyright/search  
Vision: A Resource for Writers, http://www.lazette.net/Vision/  
Visual Thesaurus http://www.visualthesaurus.com  
Worldwide Freelance Writer, http://www.worldwidefreelance.com  
Write From Home http://www.writefromhome.com 
Write Thinking http://www.writethinking.net  
WritingAustralia.com eZine, http://www.writingaustralia.com  
WriteCraftWeb, http://www.writecraftweb.com  
WritersCrossing.com Newsletter, http://www.WritersCrossing.com  
Writer Gazette, http://www.writergazette.com  
Writers Guild of America http://www.wga.org  
The Writer's Hood, http://www.writershood.com  
The Writer's Life, http://www.thewriterslife.net  
The Writing Parent http://www.thewritingparent.com  
Writing for Success, http://www.writing4success.com/newsletter.htm  
Write Success, http://writesuccess.com  
The Write Way, http://www.write101.com  
Writers Weekly http://www.writersweekly.com  
Writers Write http://www.writerswrite.com  
 
~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~**~~** 
 
Scribe & Quill, ISSN 1098-6375, is an electronic newsletter for 
writers working in all genres and at all experience levels.  
Poetry, non-fiction, articles, how-to, fiction and interviews  
are accepted. Articles and interviews should relate to writing 
in some way. We accept most genres of fiction and poetry, save  
for erotica.  
 
To view our guidelines, visit: http://www.scribequill.com/Guidelines.html 
 
Advertise to thousands of readers for ONLY $15 per month! Visit: 
To view our guidelines, visit: http://www.scribequill.com/Advertising.html or e-mail 
mailto:editor@scribequill.com   
 
Scribe & Quill only asks for one-time rights. Reprints welcome! 
Upon publication, rights revert back to authors. 
 
Access Scribe & Quill's monthly 'zine: 
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http://www.smartgroups.com/groups/ScribeQuill 
 
Read back issues of Scribe & Quill on the Web! 
Visit http://www.scribequill.com/Archives.html 
 
Contribute to Scribe & Quill's Online Journaling Community 
http://www.livejournal.com/~scribequill  
 
To receive Scribe & Quill via e-mail delivery,  
send a blank e-mail to: mailto:ScribeQuill-subscribe@smartgroups.com 
 
(c) 2006 Scribe & Quill 
http://www.scribequill.com  
ISSN: 1098-6375  
All Rights reserved.  
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